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DISCUSSION

At SA2#122BIS meeting SA2 made good progress on 5G_Phase1 work. 5G_Phase1 stage-2 work in SA2 is ~75% complete. TS 23.501 is 80% complete and TS 23.502 is 65% complete and both TSs are sent for information to SA#77. New draft TS 23.pcc on 5G policy framework has been created. 

In Q2/Q3 2017, TSG SA and SA2 has agreed number of new study WI aiming at completion in Rel-16 – 

· Study on Architecture Enhancement for 3GPP support of Advanced V2X Services (FS_eV2XARC)

· Study on Access Traffic Steering, Switch and Splitting support in the 5G system architecture (FS_ATSSS)

· Study on the Wireless and Wireline Convergence Enhancement for the 5G system architecture (FS_5WWC)

· Study on encrypted traffic data detection and verification (FS_ENTRADE)

· Study of enablers for Network Automation for 5G (FS_eNA)

· Study item on Cellular IoT support and evolution for the 5G System (FS_CIoT_5G)

· Study item on Enhancing Topology of SMF and UPF in 5G Networks (FS_ETSUN)

· Study on System enhancements for Provision of Access to Restricted Local Operator Services by Unauthenticated UEs (FS_PARLOS_SA2)

SA2 has also agreed on following new feature WI in Q2/Q3, 2017, for SA#77 approval – 

· Unlicensed spectrum offloading system enhancements (USOS) (SP-170740). Completion by SA#78 (Dec2017)

· Architecture enhancements to ProSe UE-to-Network Relay (REAR). Normative work depends on RAN WGs feedback. 

· EPC support for E-UTRAN URLLC (LTE_URLLC-EPC) (SP-170741). Completion by SA#79 (Mar2018).

One of the key imperative for SA2 is to deliver complete and stable 5G stage-2 specifications by SA2#124 meeting i.e. for approval at SA#78 as planned. SA2 Chair has been instrumental in organizing SA2 meeting agenda such as to secure good progress towards 5G_Phase1 deliverables even though it has been quite challenging to schedule parallel 5G sessions avoiding delegation conflicts. However with the approval of several new Rel-16 study items SA2 work load has increased significantly and may jeopardize the timely completion of 5G_Phase1 work. 

At SA2#122BIS meeting work plan for SA2#123 and SA2#124 were briefly discussed and endorsed in S2-176566. Since then several companies had offline discussion on some considerations to meet the deliverables of timely completion of 5G_Phase1 work. One of the key consideration discussed offline is to push out scheduling sessions for all Rel-16 study items to Q1, 2018 and focus SA2#123 and SA2#124 meetings primarily on Rel-15 normative work - 5G_Phase1, other Rel-15 normative work, TEI15, and other Maintenance work. These considerations are based on following observations – 

· SA2 needs to deliver complete and stable 5G stage-2 specifications by SA2#124. There are still several issues open that needs to be resolved in next 2 meetings. 

· There are currently 26 time slots allocated for 5G_Phase1 per meeting. Over the last two meetings, more time was needed and many papers (especially for TS23.502) could not be handled due to time constraint. The meeting agenda has been tightly packed and leaves little room, if any, for offline discussions/drafting whilst stretching delegations. 

· Rel-16 study items will compete for SA2 resources - not only for online session but also for offline sessions (such as drafting/discussions etc.) during the meeting and other planning aspects (such as conference calls organization, email exchange etc.) between the meetings. There seems to be no urgency on any of the Rel-16 study items. Small time slot allocation for these new studies will mostly go towards discussing TR skeleton, scope and key issues.  

Proposal 1: Push out scheduling sessions for all Rel-16 study items (i.e. FS_ATSSS, FS_5WWC, FS_ENTRADE, FS_eNA, FS_CIoT_5G, FS_eV2XARC, FS_ETSUN, FS_PARLOS_SA2) to Q1, 2018 and focus SA2#123 and SA2#124 meetings on 5G_Phase 1, other Rel-15 normative work, TEI15, and other Maintenance work.
By pushing out Rel-16 study items to Q1, 2018, SA2 will free up 5-8 time slots per meeting. How the slots may be used e.g. for resolving open issues, for drafting sessions, adding cushion for spill over topics etc., should be left to the SA2 Chair and the SA2 group.

CONCLUSIONS

It is proposed to discuss and agree on proposal 1 shown above and provide appropriate guidance to the SA2. 
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